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Files ^ 

Mr. Hoffman 
Mrs. Copeland 
Mr. Schmidt 


Honorable Alton LennOT 

U. S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D. C. 20510 

De, 2 r Hr. Lannoo.: 



The President has aske d me to respond to v our letter 
concerning the letter ^ 

raises certain questions about the warren corroission Report. 



The Warren Caranission made a thorough inquiry and de- 
tailed analysis of the facts concerning the assassination. 
The evidence amply supports the basic conclusions of the 
Commission. In these circuinstances, vse see no basis for a 
new inquiry. The Federal Bureau of Investigation is always 
open to receive new evldonce bearing on the assassination 
if anyone uncovers vaiia new eviasncc. The Department of 
Justice stands ready to examine any valid and relevant new 
evidence to insure that tha facts surrounding the assassina- 
tion of President Kennedy are public knowledge. 


The Warren Commission gathered a vast amount of material, 
much of it having only remote connection with the assassina- 
tion. The bulk of the material that was before the Commission 
either was published in its 26-volume Hearings or is available 
to researchers at the National Archives. The relatively small 
portion which is not now available to the public consists pri- 
marily of national security Intelligence or investigative re- 
ports — dealing largely with activities far removed from the 
assassination itself — which if disclosed might compromise 
confidential sources or techniques, or in seme cases jeopard- 
ize the lives of Individuals Public availability of 

other informat:i::n n’-d " "sd lng ccnnletion of the 

prosecution of ,.Jack Ruby, but this in f orrr.ficion has now been 
released. All of cne Corn'i^isicn material Vvhich has not yet 
been released will be ravi^'Tred periodically until all of it 
has been made available to chc public. 






« 
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I hope this laformation will be of interest 


Sincerely^ 


Martin F, Rlchman 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 
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Mrs . Alice Copeland 
Room 5131 - OLC 









From: Herbert E. Hoffman 

Chief, Legislative & Legal Section 
Office of the Deputy Attorney General 

Subject: Correspondence from: 


. 1 . 




con^. Lenr.cn re Itr f r 


re the Warren 


Commission Report. 


i 




'T/ 


Responsibility 


Prepare reply for signature of Deputy Attorney General and 
forward -to Herbert E. Hoffman, Room 4117, Main Justice. 


XX Make an appropriate reply with a copy to Herbert E. Hoffman, 
Room 4117, Main Justice. 


Department File No . : None 

Miscellaneous Information : 

Interim reply is being/has been made. 


XX No interim reply is being made. 

Copy of incoming correspondence attached. 


yy Original of incoming correspondence attached. 


Please return attachment. 
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WHITE HOUSE OFFIC 

REFERRAL 


To; Honorable Warren Christopher 
Deputy Attorney General 


Dote: February 6, 1968 


ACTION REQUESTED 


-RECEIVED 


Drcdt reply ion 

President's signature. 

Undersigned's signature. 

Memorandum for use as enclosure to 

reply. 

X XX Direct reply. 

X XXXXX Furnish, information copy. 

Suitable acknowledgment or other 

appropriate handling. 

Furnish copy of reply, if any. 

For yovtr information. 


■FEB 0 tS63 

/.'.tomov Gc:is?ci 

NOTE 

Prompt action is essential. 

If more than 48 hours’ delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately, 
Code 1450. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re- 
quested. 


For comment 


REMARBS; 


Description: 


JKXXL Letter:. 


To; 

From: 

Date: 

Subject: 


Telegram; Other; 

The President 

Cong. Alton Lennon 

February 5, 1968 

Req info for constituent,^^ 

Commission Report, 


■i l l* lil t eaii Hi t «. 


^ 're the Warren 





ALTON LENNON* • 
Seventh District 
North Carouna 





COUNTint 

BLADEN HOKK 

BRUNSWICK NEW HANOVER 

COLUMBUS ROBESON 

CUMBERLAND SCOTIAND 


Consteiisi ot ttie l!9niteb States: 

ilousse of l^epreoentatibeiee 


COMMITTEESi 

ARMED SERVICES 
MERCHANT MARINE 
AND FISHERIES 


B.C. 20515 


February 5, 1968 


{. The President 

' The V/hite House 

■'■•J'ashington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I shall appreciate your Office directing the attached 
letter to the appropriate source for a reply to the questions 
raised therein concerning the Warren Commission Report. 

It is my understanding that Chief Justice Warren has a. 
rigid policy of not commenting on any part of the Report or 
the xTOrk of his Commission. 

Thank you for your kind assistance in supplying informa- 
tion of interest to the Manager of a T"7 Station in ny District. 



f~// 
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^laies ^eparbittnl of ^xtsticz 


UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
Eastern' District of Lothsiana 
JTEW ORI^EANS. LOUISIANA 70130 

February 1^, 1968 



Mr. Nathaniel S. Kossack 
First Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D, C. 20530 

Dear Tully; 

As per our telephone conversation today, enclosed 
herewith is a copy of the memorandum I dictated to the 
Kennedy Assassination Investigation file maintained in this 
office. 


I attach herewith for your handy reference a copy 
of the memorandm directed -to you by Gene S, Palmisano dated 
January 22, 1968, concerning the conversation I referred to 
in ny memorandum of February lii, 1968. 


Sincer^y, 



LOUIS C. LaCOUR 
United States Attorney 


LCL: cbu 
Ends. 
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t March 1, 1963 


Krs. Hsrsaret H«<^l«r 
Bottsa of RepTrasaatatlTea 
Washington» 0* C* 

!h»ar Mr*. Hechler^ 


7c. 

Report. 


Thl* la la further reoeoose to votrr er'ryrjni.eu’tlcra of 

February 15, ISoO trans'^ittlnr a latter f TO^y . 4 ; 

In which sha axpresse* concern about the validity of the Warren 


The Warren CociclsBion gathered a vn*t anouat of material , 
such of It having only rei?«te connection with the aBsaaainatlon. The 
bulk of the rwjteri^l tiiat waa before the Cornsisaicn either wan pub- 
lished in Its 26-vf»lcwe Kearlny*^ or is available to reseaxchec* at 
the Kctional Archives. The relatively avail portion vhlch is r»t 
now available to the public consists priwarlly of national seenrity 
Intelligence or Investigjti"/© reports — dealinc lar<rely with activi- 
ties far rcaovovi fren the aasasslnation itself — which if dlsclcsed 
night conpreaise confidential sources or technlenes, or in some esses 
jeopardize the lives of individuals abroad. All of the Connlsalon 
•aaterlal which has not yet Deen released vlH be mvlcwsd periodically 
until all of it has been aade evailablo to the public. 


The photorrapbs and X-r«ya taker. In connection T/lth the 
autopsy of President Kennedy were transferred to tha National Archive* 
by his fanily under restrictions which the f^ovemmnt accepted pursuant 
to the statute govemlnc: the deposit of historical naterials relating 
to for»r«r presidents. The sntopsy pictures are available for official 
insneetlcn by eoj ^^nvemnent body having authority to irvcstlgata nat- 
ters relating to the cssassinaticn. They will also be available, after 
» fiva-yesr period, for nertaf ficial Insrrctlon by ertperts in patholofy 
er Tolated nxems of ♦ir.'iarre, 3?;bject to res trietlcna suitable to ti-ie 
subject patter of these nlcturcs. 


Enclosure 


Records 
Chroao 
Hennagin 
Mr. Vinson 
DAG 



. MAR ^ 
*. 



0 



It shovilr^ hn note-.' thst tha west 3----nr:inrrt‘'jl evicence of 

^topsy flcdicea consists of th* expert analysis «ade by the doctors 
who perforaed the antonsr; the X-raye and nhotosTaphs am slisply a 
record of what the doctors saw and craluated. Two of the doctors who 
perforrsed the autopsy of the late . President and testified beforo die 
CooDisstco haee cxaalced the X-rays and photoersphs In the Arehlwes and 
Infomed the prese that the plctnree corroborate the findings to which 
tiwy had testified. 

The authors who have criticized Che coo cl us Iona of the 
Varren Coaolselon do not claia to have any significant new evidence^ 
so far as we are aware. Rather, their erlrlclsss and deaiands for a 
tMw Intpilry are baaed upon different conclmlons they have drawn froa 
parts of the ease body of evidence t^at was exaailned by the CosotLsslon* 
The Conslssion tsade a thorough la<{alry asd detailed analysis of the 
facts coneemlns tlta esaasaination. The evidence asply supports the 
basic coneluaions of the Coswdssieiu In these circwiastanecs » we see 
no basis for a new laqnlrj^. 

I hope that this Information will he helpful. Tour enclosure 
•Is retuxnfri herewith. 

■f 

Siaceraly, 


?RSD H, nmm, Jr. 
Asalataat Attorney General 


; fmssj Eagspirs 

THIS MML SHOULD ^ 


AUSVrEEED WITHIII 48 HOURS 


Receipt vas acknowledged. 




JL 


Correspondence Section 
Records Administration Office 
Administrative Division 






Congress of tf)t Hm'tcti Stalest 
^ouse of ^epceiSentatibec 
Hasijington, B.C. 

February 15. 196 & 


Congressional Liaison 
Dept, of Justice 
Re; 


Sir: 

The attached conmunication 
is sent for your consideration. 
Please investigate the statements 
contained therein and forward me 
the necessary information for re- 
ply, returning the enclosed corre- 
spondence with your answer. 

Yours truly, 




Please answer each of the points in 
the letter, framing response, .qin'i-ahle— 


for enclosur^ to constitu^.t. 
Attn: Ginny 
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Dear Kiss Heckler, 


Last nl^rht I had the- occasion to se»^ oi:: Z-^rrit'ori 
on television, ivho coapl-t--iy refused zhe .v'arren Report, 
He claims that the truth 1.' bein^ s..ppr^ ss.-d by the " 
government for national sc^curi ty *s sake. io ze his 
evidence seemed valid and conclusive. Cn one hand, I 
understand why something of this sort should be suppressed , 
tut on the other, I am wondering if actions cf this type 
are right, and If maybe the truth should be exposed. It 
is somewhat annoying to know that there are files con- 
cerning the assassination that are sealed until 20jy, , 

It obviously points to the f-ct chat soiLethli:^ Is be^rifP 
concealed from the present, «=nd It raawes me wonkier 
about the honor of this country. I, mycelf, aol.!;; lir'? to 
see the tr'ith errosedj but ''eel very lla.'lta;. r,c , otoc. I 
realize the whole Issue Is being- suppressed junc .ny 

concern such as this letter will probably be l^nard or 
appeased with lies. 

I would like to know if there is any way tn , c the 
p eople o f_th.e coxintry - could see certain filixs, pr.ctc. raphs . 
and sealed files. And I would like to see evert' effort 
made to insure that Garrison p-ets full coo ;.ex a c 1 or. '.r 
his trial. In other words, sjust this Issue - continue- :c 
be hushed over and obscure? 







I 

4 

) 









"my Congressman" or Con»-f*-‘- jlad,> in .thlj c se, cec' Uc;e I 
have felt that It woiild v l-'l.' nc ‘results , r/;t “r l ■ is tf.e 
only way that I can show tny conc-^rn nc 3 ^^ acout 9. matter 
that should concern ever;, American. 

I would greatly apci-eclate a response to thl-: letter 

X' 

Informing me more about the situation and rosslbly ruiding 
me to further action. 

Thank you for your time and concern . 

Sincerely, 

7c 
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Honorable L. C. Arends 
House o£ Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Arenda; 


Files 

Copeland 

Schmidt 



You have reouestedourconald^ atlon of the ~7C^ 


attached letter of 


:oacamipg the 
availability of evidence relating to the aaaasalnatlon 
of President Kennedy. 


The Warren Cosmisalon gathered a vast amount of 
material, much of it having only remote connection with 
the assassination. The bulk of the material that was 
before the Commission either was published in its 25- 
volume Hearinaa or Is available to researchers at the 
National Archives. The relatively small portion which 
is not now available to the public consists primarily of 
national security Intelligence or investigative reports — 
dealing largely with activities far removed from the as- 
sassination itself — which if disclosed might compromise 
confidential sources or techniques, or in some cases 
jeopardize the lives of individuals abroad. Public avail- 
ability of other infermatien had been delayed pending 
ccorpletion of the prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this in- 
formation has now been released. All of the Ccoa&ission 
material which has not yet been released will be reviewed 
periodically \mtil all of it has been foade available to 
the public. 


The photographs and X-ra3rs taken in connection with 
the autopsy of President Kennedy were transferred to the 
National Archives by his family under restrictions which 
the Govenanent accepted pursuant to the statute governing 
the deposit of historical materials relating to former 
presidents. The autopsy pictures are available for official 
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Inspection by any goverxBoent body having authority to 
investigate matters relating to the assassination. They 
will also be available » after a five-year period, for 
non<-official inspection by experts in pathology or related 
areas of science, subject to restrictions suitable to the 
subject matter of these pictures. 

I hope this information is of interest 

Sincerely, 


Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 




L. C. ARENDS, M.C. 

17th Cictmct. Iujmoi* 






COMMf 

AKMCD i 


MINORPTYWHIP 


- / 


c/ 


^*4*^4* r> t"V c 
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Washington, D. C, 20530 
Dear Sir : f 

I am taking the liberty to transmit to 


~r vou the enclosed letter received 


I miiSM 

' J 7C 




^ in \vhicn -M raises tne question or certain 
evidence related to the assassination of President 
Kennedy not being released to the public. 


I vould appreciate such advice as you can 
give me on the matter. 


Sincerely, 


LCA:sm 

Enclosure 


I - - 

- — M- H. 


X 0. X W^\ X_ — - 

'/ ■* jy ■■■ ^ COiJ/'i'SEL 


H'&J:I'IFR:BCS:rk 




Copeland 
Cl n h^ni d t 


Honorablo Bob Casey 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congreasnan: 




i 

i '' / 

/. 

I 

I 


You h?vo f"?.d 

letter 

Kenned 7. 


rr-M-** connideratioa cf the attached 


concern .inr 


ajjaatinatreu or Rresxcent 


the availability 

0-r«i 5 1 r p n / C-' 


The V/arren Ccrmlssicn gathered a vast aincunt of 
naterial., r.uch cf it hs'/ing cnly rercte connection \»’ith 
the assassination. Tne bulk of the m.ntorlal that was 
before tha Ccmiission cither was published in its 56-volume 


Hear- 




ia available to researchers at the l.acionai 


Archives. The relatively snail portion which is not now 
available to the' public consists primarily cf national 
security intelligence or investigative reports -- dealing 
largely vith activities far rer.cvod £rca the assassinnticn 
Itself -- which if cisclcsed night cenprenise confidential 
sources or technicues, or in sc:re cases jeopardine the lives 
of indivicuals abrood. fublic availa'oiiity of other infoma- 
ticn nac been ceiayce pendin^^ ccapleticn cf toe presecutien 
of Jack Ruby, but this information has new been releasee, 
ilil cf tne Ccrnaisslcn material which tias net yet been released 
will be reviewed periccicaily until all cf it has been race 
available to the public. 


The phcccgraphs and R-rays taken in connection with 
the autopsy of hresident Keraecy were transferred to the 
Kational Archives by his family under restrictions vjhich 
tee Gevemment accepted pursuant to the statute governing 
the deposit cf hhstcrical materials relating to former presi- 
dents. The autopsy pictures are available fer officxai 
inspection by any gervemment body havf.ng authority to 



/i>33 



tnvastigata niatCcra relating to the assassination. They 
trill r.I.'i'D be cvrilcbic, tfter a period, for 

ncnofficial inspection bj experts in pathology or related 
areas of science, subject to restrictions suitable to the 
subject eatter of these pictures. 


I hcnc this lafbmaticTi t^ll be of Interest to 

7C 


f. ' . - . , V 


Martin F. Richm.sn 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 


Attachment 



R'M:BCS :rk 


Files 

Copeland 

S c 1 d 



Honorable Joseph H. Ik>ntoya 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C, 20510 

Dear Setui tor ^toatoyar ' • 



Your letter to the Attcm” 
consideration cf tee letter of\' 
associates concerning the avaiic 
relating to the assassination of 


Car-r.:! 

Gt 

«■ 


V. i., 



eviaence 


iresident Kennedy, 


has hsen referred to ce for reply* 


7c 


The Warren Cerraission gathered a vast amount of 
material, much of it having only remote connection vith 
the assassination. The bulk of the material that was 
before the Con-miss icn either was published in its 26- 
volume Hearings or is available to researciiers at the 
National Archives. The relatively small portion which 
is net now available to the public consists primarily of 
national sectirlcy intelligence or investigative reports -- 
dealing largely with acti’/ities far removed from the as- 
sassination itself — which if disclosed might cempromiso 
confidential sources or tcchnicues, or in seme cases 
jeepardiae the lives of individuals abroad. Public avail- 
ability of otnar information had been delayed pending 
completion of the prcsecuticn of Jack ?;aby, but this in- 
fermatien has now been released. All cf the Commission 
material which has not yet been released will be reviewed 
periodically xmtil all cf it has been made available to 
the public. 


The photographs and X-rays taken in connection with 
the autopsy of President Kennedy were transferred to the 
National Archives by his family under restrictions which 
the Government accepted pursuant to the statute governing 
the deposit of historical materials relating to former 






presidents. The autopsy pictures are available £cr 
official inspection by any govemtsent bedy having author- 
ity to investigate matters relating to the assassination. 
They will also be available, after a five-year period, 
for non-official in? pc at a on ,by ^rperta iai. patio ■ 

related areas of science, subject to rsa triction.3 suitable 
to tea eubjact matter caase pictures. 


I hspe thi* information vill 



of interest to 


Sincerely, 


Frank H. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 
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February 2, 1968 i 




V - ■: 



Mr. Joseph. M. Montoya \ '.\ ■ ] r v ; ' i . ^ '’! ■■’ ■ 

United States Senate ; / :p- . tJ -';. h ' 

Washington, U. 0. . 2051 5 : ;:;!’.•!•■;■ i' ! ! ! • , r 

, ■ ' j , \ . ■ ' 

Dear Mr. Montoya; > '■:■'■•■ 

We, the undersigned, feel that you who represent us 
should bring out Into the open the investigation of 
the assassination of President John Kennedy, Being 
qualified voters and tax payers, we are entitled to 
know all of the facts given to the commission which 
led them to reach the decision published in the Warren 
Report. This should be made public now - not as 
history - seventy-five years from today. 

We feel that this is something that the nation as a 
whole is entitled to know in its entirety, and -would 
like to see all effort made to-^brlng this about. 

B(^.ncerelv vou""s , • 



7c 


C?w/cn 




r' ’vi 'v^ 


wholesale jobber for FI'HINGL'TACKLE ' 

* 


F:*J :MFR : BCS :rk 



Files 

Copeland 


Koncrable Lister Hill 
United States Ser.tta 
"WasMri^totf/ Die i’ "20510 ' ’ 



Dear Senator: 

You h. *5 VC rense'^^oc 

letter concerning the availabllitY 

of evicencG roiating to tne assassination cf President 
Kennedy. 



' / 


/ ^ 


Tixe Warren Ccanissicn gathered a vast account of 
material, much of it having only remote connection Vv’ith the 
assassination. Tna bulk of the material that was before the 
Ccamission either was published in its 26-vciu25a Hearii^'t-^ or 
is available to researchers at the National i\rchives. The 
relatively saiall portion which is not new available to the 
public consists primarily cf national securi.ty intelligence 
or investigative reports -- dealing largely with activities 
far, removed from the assassination itself — which if dis- 
closed •might cempremise ccr.f idential sources or technioxies , 
or in seme cases jecparcize the lives of individ-jais abroad. 
Public availability cf other inforteaticn had been delayed 
pending comploticn cf the prosecution cf Jack ?.uby, but this 
infematien has nw been released. All cf the Cocmission 
material which h:;3 not yet been released will be ravie-,jc-d 
periodically until ail of it has been made available to the 
oublic. 


I hope this information will be of interest 




Sincere ly. 


:iartin F. P^ickmar,... 

.icting .\3sistant A.ttomey General 
Office cf Legal Counsel 


l^3r 



Tyced; 2/19/68 

F^^:RAH:bw 
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Hoobfabla Jsatea C . Coraan 

tc-t'.^c of "iiprsiSfeatat-iverA 
Vai;biHj?toa. D. C. 


D«ar Cor>»ressGan: 




This Is in further resnorse to your rrr=:'T‘lr,= ri.'>n of ___ 
?cbruar7 13, 1963 cror.3:"lttlnr: a letter fronr" , . T'-n 

T/hich he qaestiana the accuracy of tha Varren ..euorc antj requests 
that the related inforratloa In the Archives he e,ade nubile , 


7C 


The anchors w^->o have criticized the crncluslona of the 
Warren Ccri-'lssior. do r.oc clain to have any slmiflcr.nt r.«rv evidence, 
so far as %-e are erare. Rather, their crltlcisirs Hod demands for a 
new inquiry are baac<: uocr. different conclusiorj; the*/ have dravn frerj 
parts of the sane body of svldcnca that vas examined by tlie Ccorsission. 
f.ie Ccr-Tsission rade a thorough ireniry and detailed analTSls of the 
facts concerninq t!'.c assassliiaticn. Tne evidence annly supports the 
basic concluaicms of the Ccranisslon- la these clrccnstenccs , we see 
no basis for a nev inquiry. 





The Warren Comisslrn rathered a vnst a"r'vmt of material, 
rnch of it riavir-7 oniv rcr'C'te connection vd Ch the assasaination. The 


hulk of the rate-^ial that '">-3 before C.c 


.351 lor. either was n»ib- 


llchfcd in its 25-vol^rr'e or is availabla to researchers at 

the Satlonal Arc''i-»ES. Tlie rel.'tlvelv s'all onrtlor. which is not 
nc^-' available to the public consists prinarilv of naticn..'! s.’curity 
intelllver.es or investivacive rerorts — dealln'' larraiy v^th activi- 
ties far reroved frcn> the assassinatlcrj ItscI* — which If disclosed 
r.irht conpror'ise con fi.entini sources or Cechalnues, or in so~e cases 
jeopardlz -3 the lives of indivl duals abroad. .Ml of the Comisnioc 
material vhich has net yet been released will bs rcv^irrfec? periodically 
until all of it has been nadc available to the public. 

Enclosure 

Records 
Chrono 
Hennagin 
Mr. Vinson 
DAG 








Hlth r«at>^t to th« Sew Orleacs aattor. w can only point 
out that Hr. <^rrlaon has sot discussad his proceedtsf^s with ITedaral 
mitherltlas. It voold sot b« proper for sa to cenmmnt on the evidence 
in a ease pesdisf before a state eosrt. 

X hope that this Infonsatlos will he helpful* Tour ecelosure 
is retnrxMd herewith* 

Sincerely* 


FRED K. vmtSOR* Jr. 
lasletant Attorney General 



THIS J.'AIL SHOULD 32 


AWSW'KP.HD WTT'n;?! U-« KOT.TR? 


Correspondence Section 
Records Administration Office 
Administrative Division 


Congress of lijc tiniitt) 

Jbousc of Stprescntatibcs 
fflagtjm^an. H.C. 

Feb. 13 196 3 

Department of Justice 
Congressional Liatson Office 
Washington, D. C, 


The attached ccmm'cnicaticn 
is sent for jour ccnsidsraticn. 
Please investigate the statements 
contained therein and forward r.e 
the necessary infomaticn for re- 



M. S. rl, 


</ 
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COINSUL-TIMG ErsIGlNEERS 
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February 7, 19<^S 


‘-Honorable James C. Gorman 
House Omce Buildinq 
'Vash I NGTON 25, D.C. 

Dear Gonsressman: 

It has come to my attention that there is a great ^^^CRU'.JilAL DiVl. 

Of CONFUSION, CONFLICTING INFORMATION AND VAGUENESS REGARDING 
THE DEATH OF THE LATE JOHN F, KENNEDY AND SUBSEQUENT INVESTI- 
GATIONS. 

1 FIND IT I NCONCEI VABLE THAT SO. MUCH TIME AND EXPENSE 
COULD BE EXPENDED AND STILL HAVE SO MANY AMBIGUOUS VIEWS. 

Until recently, based on the numerous statements by 

GCVERNEMENT OFFICIALS, I WAS SATISFIED WITH THE CONCLUSION OF 
THE '.Varren Commission report. I have not studied this report 
myself and more or less accepted the reported views of those 

CONCERNED . 

’.‘'hen Vr, Garrisoo of \'ew Orleans started making accu- 
sations, I discounted it as the work of an eccentric attempt- 

r.\G TO GAIN notoriety, I EXPECTED HIS QUESTIONS AND ACCU- 
SATIONS to receive DIRECT ANSWERS FROM .Va SH I N GT 0 N . 

The opposite however appears to be TAKING PLACE, 

FEW answers that DO COME APE VAGUE AMO INOI-RECT, BcmE 
POINTS Vr. Garrison has presented .raise questions that 
BE Answered o°enly. 

At the TIME, I COULD understand CERTAIN ITEMS OF EVI- 
DENCE BEING withheld BECAUSE OF THE EMOTIONS ENVOLVED. 

Sufficient time has passed now that this should no longer be 

THE PRIMARY CONCERN. iF THERE IS INFORMATION AVAILABLE THAT 
IS PERTI.NENT, IT SEEMS INTOLERABLE THAT ANYONE HAS A RIGHT 
TO withhold it. 

It seems that more and more these days, many depart- 
ments OF THE “EDERAL GOVERNMENT FIND IT NECESSARY TO OPERATE 
IN SECRECY AND TO WITHHOLD I N =‘OR M AT I ON "rOR THE GOOD OF THE 
PUBLIC.” As WE ALL KNOW THE=E IS A LIMIT TO THIS TYPE OF 
ACTIVITY BEYOND WHICH l~ IS QUESTIONABLE WHOSE GOOD IT IS FCR.. 


The 

QP THE 

must 


^ ^ j y 


(Con’t. ) 






HoNORAaue James C. Coaman 


/ 

- ■ PAae 2, 



On THIS PARTICULAR SUSJCCT THCRC CAN BE NO CONCCALMENT. : 

The quesTiONS concern i no our oovernment and its ornciAus 

MUST BE ANSWERED DIRECTLY AND OPENLY AND THEIR INTEGRITY SUB. 
STANTIATEO. IF WE ARE NOT ABLE TO DO THIS OR IF THERE ARE 
HIDDEN MOTIVES OR INTRIGUE BEING COVERED, THEN WE ARE FACED 
WITH LARGER PROBLEMS THAN ANSWERING THE ACCUSATIONS OF A 
SMALL TOWN DISTRICT ATTORNEY, ThIS SITUATION MUST BE RESOLVED 
OPENLY AND DIRECT. y 
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Hctise of Representatives 

^ ton f 0» 


Bear ConijresGnan: 




Tuis is in furttier resr/onse to yonv c . | f, H , ^.f 

?ebr\Lar 7 9, 196B tracsnlttlnjj a letter froni 
in which he inquires vhy certain files reiatec to u.e ajsiussiaaticn 
of President Kennedv have been kept cloned. 


7<£. 


The Warren Comlsalon gathered a vast arcant of naterial, 
icuch of It havin? only rcT.ote connoction v: th the assasslrntion . The 
bulk of the a.atorial that van before the Cosirission cither was pub- 
lished in its 26-volure avall.nble to researchers at 

the hatinriai Archiven. The relatively snail portion which Is not 
now available to the pi'.hlic conaistn prlrarily of naCioral security 
intelllqenca cr invc3tit»etlva reports — doallry largely with activi- 
ties far renoved fron t';s c.ssaasin.'stlon itself — which c'iaclosad 
ir-iftht ccTrnproniae confltiential sources or techipicues, or in sore cases 
ieopardlza the lives o* Irtdividunls ahroad. All of the Ccrtr.ission 

C'.i’ t ‘CITI "1 1 V^4 1 : 


:i::3 


"clcccad will be review’ec ncriodicailv 


ratll ell of it has beer, rtada .T.-ailable to the public. 


1^1 


I hope that thin Infomotion 'rill he helpful. Your enclosure 
la returned herewith. 

Sincerely , 


Enclosure ' 
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FRED P WESTENBERQER 



EDWARD F. WEGMANN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

1047 NATIONAL SANK OF COMMERCE BUILDING 

NEW ORLEANS, LA.TOIIH 
February 9, 1968 


TELEPHONE 524-0732 
NOTARY PUBLIC 


Mr, FredM, Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Mr, Vinson: 



I have and wish to acknowledge receipt of and thank you for yours of 
the 31st of January, with regard to one William Turner, a former 
member of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, The information 
furnished by your office will give assistance to us in our defense of 
Mr, Shaw, I am seeking additional information from the Civil 
Service Commission. 


Your assistance is appreciated. 


FFW:ft 




<7?f 



MFR:BCS :rk 
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Files 


Honorable Joseph S. Clark 
United Statas Senate 
Washir-toa, D.C. 2C510 

Dear Senator Clark: 

You TO*' * •• •’ ■ ■■ •-'* the cttc.zhcd 

letter of’; rr'V..n t!-e 

Zapruder ixAii o-. u*;i a.5£t.3 3i.nai:xon ox xresicant Kennedy 
has not bean released to the public, 

A print of the Zapracer film is available for 
iavescis^tion at the Katicnal Archives. Toe fxlni cay 
not be published or copied, however, occauac Life Magazine 
owns a copyright cn the filoi. A print cf the fiLa was 
acquired by ths Goveriroeat pursuant to P.L. 89-313 to 
preserve for historical purposes the evidence which had 
been before the 'WarTGn CcniEissicn, Mcjwever, no purpose 
was seen in taking and paying for the copvuright since the 
availability of the print in the Naticnol Arcid.ves serves 
the interest of the Gevemaent and the public in a ccicplete 
investigation cf ths assassination. 





I 1*0.:;:' this in£on:.atica will be of interest to 


Atfii' iV 


70 


Sincerely, 



. :*tartin F. Richaan 
ting /.^ssxacant Attorney General 
Office cf Legal Coimsei 


Attachment 



MFR:BCS:rk 





Filesc-^ 

Copeland 

Schmidt 


Hoaorabl« Odin Langen 
House of Representatives 
Uashingtoa» O.C. 20515 



Dear Mr. Langen: 

Your letter to the Attorney General concerning the 
Warren Coraffilsslon Report has been ireferred to sse for reply. 


The CoBaalsslon t&ade a thorough inquiry and detailed 
analysis of the facts concerning the assassination. The 
evidence asply supports the basic conclusions of the Cow- 
mission. In these circumstances, we see no basis for a 
new inquiry. The Federal Bureau of Investigation is always 
open to receive new evidence bearing on the assassination 
if anyone uncovers valid new evidence. The Department of 
Justice stands ready to examine any valid and relevant new 
evidence to insure chat the facts surrounding the assassin- 
ation of President Kennedy are completely uncovered and 
known to the public. 


I hope this information will be of interest to your 
censtiCuents. 


Sincerely, 


Martin F. RiebDenan 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 




409 Cannon Office Builoino 
Telephone: CAfitol 4-3121 
Extension 2165 


COMMITTEE: 

APPROPRIATIONS 


SUBCOMMITTEES: 

AGRICULTURE 

LEGISLATIVE 


Consre^s ol Hie ®initelj g>tatesi 

r- isA^E R. MITCHELL 

^otisic of 3Rjpre6entatibe6 '^8 S 3 administrative *ss.st*rt 

J®asfjinstott» 20515 r 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


» 4/f >5j 


February 7, 1968 
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Tlr FEB 8 1968 


Honorable Ramsey Clark 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Constitution Avenue between 
Ninth and Tenth Streets 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Clark: 




I am sure that your Department has been alerted to a recent 
television program participated in by Jim Garrison, offering his 
many diverse views relative to the assassination and the Warren 
Commission Report. 

^ ^ Tnis program has generated public curiosity and we are 

\ ' receiving correspondence on the subject which basically reads as 
follows: 


' After watching the District Arromey from New Orleans on 
the Jonnny Carson Show last night I came to the conclusion 
that a "Credibility Gap" does indeed exist, and that it is 
considerably wider than the majority of the people realize. 

“This country is supposea to be a Democracy — ^:vell, then let's 
begin to operate it like a Democracy. Tne people of the 
United States do nave a right to know the truth — at all times 
and about all things. They have not been getting it for some 
time. 


"Before we go ramming around the world, attempting to run other 
countries — let's start right here at home and build a government 
that will again have the respect of the people here at home. 

It will then follow that we will receive the respect and 
the trust of people of other countires. Let the elected 
representatives formulate our Domestic and Foreign Policies and 




Honorable Ramsey Clark 


February 1 , 1968 


- 2 - 


This is an excerpt from one letter received and is typical 

of others. 

Any comments your Department would care to make on the subject 
would be helpful in responding to their inquiry. 

Best personal regards. 



OL/hd 



T. 2/13/^ 

FM7tWSBsjac 

129-11 







February 1 9 , 1968 


Saoffira^bla Ten y«1.1tthf1r 
Vimam »t 

^AsMasteo* I>» C« 


tid* i» in r^spo n w i t« ywxr InMat of fi^Kvaarj tp 
196 B, in iddch j»u iai|aiired u to «l»t wn btlae deno to 
to i c p n tlMT luvosti^Btiflat into dBsth Iman^ 

in U^tit of Snr OrloMM fistriet AttoriMj G«rrloen*o 

OQFiPSflt jnwbow 
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Wo oro owiUNi of tte dbURnostans Mr* Corrioon of 
Mo oUogod new ovldoaeo eeceomixis tho of Frosijciieat 

1C(H»odt7« Wo tovo na rooooB to bollero, homooor, that sewh 
evldonee Mrald i& ongr toof offoet tho valiLdlty of tt» oc«- 
elodoBs of tho VoTToa CendoolOB, wMLeh lado « tlioroogh 
inefOsy «nd dstaiXod oboItsIo of tte foeto ocaeo ml ng tho 
oosuoimtlon* la thoao dretiBBtaBeoo, oo ooo no boxU for 
a aov laqolxT* 

With logort! to joar inqolx7 emeemiag tbo roleaso 
of elasaifLMi doeomato portaining to tbo assoasinatim^ io» 
ofondd lilco to pedat out that tbo Warroa Coraaisaion £c.there<l 
« vast asootmt of aaterlal« smeh of It haring oaljr reooto 
etsroeetion iri.tb tho asoasslnatioa* The balk of the Rsterlal 
that was proaoRlod bofbro the CoBodasion either wss pttblishod 
in its ^^voltsae '’oarlaga or is available to researchers at 
the 5atloml nsreddrsa* The relati-roly saall portion that ia 
net now available to the poblle osnslsts primrlly of tmtloml 
oeewitgF iisteHM^saee or inrostlgatlre reports - doAlisg 
largely with aotlvlties far r e ao v e d fren the assaeeination 
itoslf - tbet if dlselooed ad^ ocopreolse oonUdsistisl 
s o or e os or te^«dqoeo» or io sene eases Joeperdiae tbs lives 
of indirliitials abroad* ?td^e aval lability of <Hhsr infor- 
aatdxm bad bean delayed pendlna eonplstieii of tba proseention 
of Jabk ^afayp bat tMo iafbneatieB has now beon ralasMed* 
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Mr. Block (2) 


Mr. Vinson 

Deputy Atton»y General 
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7 BS& 8 . TCX 30 S, 3 r» 
Assistant Kttormsr Gemnl 



THOMAS F. RAILSBACK 
19th Disnvicr. Ilxjnois 

COUMTIES} 

PULTON MERCER 

HENDERSON ROCK ISLAND 

HENRY WARREN 

KNOX WHITESIDE 


JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
M ‘ 


Congrejis; of tfje pttteb States 

Housie of laeptesientattbefi 

ii^aisi^mgton, 39.C. 


LONMrONTH HOUSE OmcE Buiuhno 
WASM tMVTON, 

Ansai 202.-22S>590S'''^ 


ROOM 22S 

ROCK isUAND, lU-lNOlV * 
AmAt a0»-794-S701. Exr. 28S 

f'tB U 1S6:: 


February 6, I968 criminal DlViSiuiJ 


Congressional Liaison 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D, C, 


Dear Sir: 


I have recently received many inquiries as to 
allegations by Attorney Jim Garrison regarding the assasination 
of President Kennedy four years ago. 

I would appreciate it if you could inform me as to 
what is currently being done to re-open investigation into 
this matter, what is being done to uncover new evidence, and 
vihat is being done in regard to making public evidence which 
allegedljr has been Kept secret or kept temporarily inaccessible. 


Your help in this matter is greatly appreciated. 


Sincerely, 

TOM RAILSBACK 
Member of Congress 


TR:sb 
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Fofni DJ-960 DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

(R«v. 6-22-66) 

ROUTING SLIP 












THIS 'inAIL SHOULD BE 


ANSWERED WITHIN k8 HOURS 

Receipt was acknovl edge d ^ ' / ^ < ' o 

Correspondence Section 
Records Administration Office 
Administrative Division 


Foon OJ*96a 
(Rav. 6 - 72 - 66 ) 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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Hcncrt^ble Jaxzcs C. Corsan 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Gorman: 


Schmidt 



letter from| 
to criticism 


jthe a t tached 


Ycu have recuested cur consideration ci 

’t'aij.MttVtiliJf-i ^ 5^C3taG5^6n€^G 

cr cna iarren Gcmmissicn Roper £ and to the 


withholding of certain macariai 


gathered by the Commission, 
and suggests that a new inquiry is necessary. 


The Warren Cotnnission made a thorough inquiry and 
detailed analysis of the facts concerning the assassination. 
The evidence amply supports the basic ccnclxisions of the 
Commission. In these circumstances, we see no basis for a 
new inquiry. The Federal Bureau of Investigation is always 
open to receive new evidence bearing or. the assassinatidn 
if anyone uncovers valid new evidence. The Departr.ent of 
Justice stands ready to examine any valid and relevant new 
evidence to insure that the facts surrounding the assassin- 
ation of President Kennedy are completely uncovered and 
known to the public. 


The Warren Commission gathered a vast amount of material, 
much of it having only remote connection with the assassination. 
The bulk of the material chat was before the Cemmissien either 
was published in its 26-voltsae Hearings or is available to 
researchers at the Katicnal Arenives. The relatively small 
portion which is net new available to the public consists 
primarily of national security intelligence or investigative 
reports -- dealing largely with activities far removed from 
the assassinaticn itself — which if disclosed might cempremise 
confidential sources or technicues, cr in sctre~c>»«es jeopardize 




’.f *-n.m3 


i 


sc. 


a*j ms 5 




lOUL 




the lives of Individuals abroad. Public availability of 
other informaticn had been delayed pendin?} co!*ipiecion of 
the prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this infoitaation has now 
been released. All of the Ccmniasion niaterial which has 
rot yet boar ralearied be- revaeved pericuicaliy until 

all of it has been made available to the public. 

I hone this inforr=ation will be of interest to 

!V 5 . ‘ 

i "7^ 

iili^ Wh I* ' '■!>*»'» iHiit >«Til M 

Sincerely, 


Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 



F>W:BCS:rk 

12^-11 


Files 

Mrs. foreland 




Honorable Mike Mansfield 
United States Senate 
Washington^ D.C. 20510 

i-' ^ ^ 1 wO ^ ^ IX^ ^ i.Ca • 



The Attomcp' Gene: 

your irtter of Frhrr’ 

raised by f 

available to the public 



has asked ce to reply to 
1568 , ccncemin'^. a cruastion 
t Jita resp-set to evidence 
iissicn i.'hich is not current 



The Warren Ccrr.isslcn gathered a vast amount of 
material, cMch of it having only reECta conr.acticn with 
the aaaassinaticn. The bulk or the material that uas 
before trie CoturMssion either was published in its 26- 
volume Hearing s or is available to reseerchers at the 
National /urcaives. The relatively stuill portion which 
is not now available to the public consists primarily of 
national security intelligence or investigative reports — 
dealing largely with activities far rereved from the 
assassiaaticn Itself -- which if disclosed might ccepro- 
mise confidential sources cr techniques, or in sene cases 
jeopardize the lives cf individuals abroad. Public avail- 
ability of ether infermetien had been delayed pending 


• V fr 


;ut 


ccmploticn cf the prcsccuticn cf Jack 

infemation has xicu been released. All of the Ccnmssica 
material which has net yet been released will be review'ed 
periodically until all cf it has been made available to 
the p;iblic, Mr. Ik:Ginnis is mistaken in thinking that 
any portion of the evidence or the Report is being with- 
held for a specific extended period — such as S9 years. 


The photographs and X-rays taken in connection 
with the autopsy of President Kennedy were transferred 
to the National Archives by his family under restrictions 



M7 



^iccepcaa pursuant to the statute 
governing the deposit of historical materials relating 
to former presidents. The autopsy pictures are avail- 
able for official inspection by any goverTmient body 
having authority to investigate matters relating to Che 
assassination. They will also be available, after a 
five-year perlcd, for ncr.cfficial iasaeccicn by caparts 
in patiioi-cgy or reiated areas of science, subject to 
rGSCricticr.3 suitable to the subject matter oi these 
pictures. 

It should be cotad that the moat meaningful 

c.u::cpsy fitdings consists of the e?:pert 
analysis m..le by the doctors who performed the autopsy; 
the X-rays and photographs are simply a record of what 
the dec Cora Sirjr and evaluated. Two of tae doctors who 
performed the autopsy of the late President and testified 
before the ComEission have esamined the X-rays and photo- 
graphs in Che Archives and informed the press that the 
pictures .corroborate the findings to wldch they bad 
testified, 

I hone this information will be of interest to 
,,, . 3 nd his speech class at the Lodge Grass 
iiigh bcnocl. \ 

Sincerely, 



Frank M. rJozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 
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Hoxiorabla John tf. Byrnes 
Bouse of Repxresentatives 
Washington, D.C. 20SI5 

Dear Congresssiaa: 


Copeland 

Schmidt 



General concerning the 

of 


Your letter to the Attorney 
withholding of evidence relating to the assassination 
President Kennedy has been referred to me for reply. 


The Warren Cosmiasion gathered a vast anount of 
material, much of It having only remote connection with 
the assassination. The bulk of the material that was 
* before the Commission either was published in Its 26«volun» 
Hearings or is available to researchers at the National 
Archives. The relatively small portion which is not now 
available to the public consists primarily of national 
security Intelligence or Investigative reports — > dealing 
largely with activities far removed from the assassination 
Itself <— which if disclosed might compromise confidential 
sources or techniques, or in some cases jeopardize the 
lives of individuals abroad. Public availability of other 
information had been delayed pending completion of the 
prosecution of Jack Ruby, but this information has now 
been released. All of the CoExaiasion material which has 
not yet been released will be reviewed periodically until 
all of it has been made available to the public. 


The determinations of which specific items of 
Commission material should be withheld as described in the 
preceding paragraph have been Biade in accordance with guide* 
lines developed by the Executive departments and agencies 
which had furnished documentary materials to the Coomisslon. 
Each of these departaients and agencies applied the guidelines 
to the materials it had furnished, and the staff of the 



loH^ 
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National Archives applied the guidelines to the oaterials 
transferred to the Archives that had originated with the 
CoBoaission. 

The photographs and X*nya takm la connection vith 
the autopsy of President Kennedy were transferred to tbm 
National Archives by his family under mstrictions which 
the CovemDumt accepted pursuant to the statute governing 
the deposit of historical materials relatii^ to former 
presidents (44 IJ.S.C. 397(e), (f)). The autopsy pictures 
are available for official inspection by any govemnant 
body having autiiorlty to Investigate matters relating to 
the assassination. They will also be available, after a 
five-year period, for nonofficial inapection by experts in 
pathology or related areas of science, subject to restric* 
tions suitable to the subject matter of these pictures. 

Sincerely, 


Frank H. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 
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8TH DISTRICT. WISCONSIN 
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Joint ‘C^mittee 
^ON Int^ wal Revenue 


February 5, 1968 



/ 


Hon. Ramsey Clark 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 



I have received inquiries concerning 
various investigations of the Kennedy assassination 
and I would appreciate being advised, what, if any, 
evidence relating to the assassination is being 
w^ithheld and under w^hose orders such action is taking 
place. 


Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely yours, 
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